Saab farewelled the old world
when it launched the 900 Aero in
1985. ushering in a new era of
high-tech performance




They said it
It was hard fo forget that the Sanh
wos still @ turbo, Dribs and drabs of
sluggishmess would shill ocewy,
altfough ance mastered it wos easy
to give it o bt more squirt aod move
away cleanily from tights
Michoal Stahl, April 1995

Its aceetenation is smooth oo rapid,
and the cor &5 o very comfortable
and reassuring fourer

Grayg Ritchie, April 1985

The Soakr ... has o style and
chavocter o of ity own. (Tt 5} 0 cor
which responds fo being driven,
which delivers the goods to someone
willing to bearn [o live with its
different ways af doing things

Barry Lake, August 1990

we go o\ _
Remember when | . ' /




Emmachizit?

As lithle a5 $12,000 gets you in the
govn for an eatly model Az wiich,
cansidering the performance irvolved
{iaven if you forget about that
pretty good value, Prices go up from
there, but 516,000 would buy the
best of them fram 1990, Mind yoo,
even 8 '90 model will probabiy heve
covered nearly 200,000 km, 5o a
covefil check (ond oo independent,
professianal inspection) (s good
[mswamnce = ubess you know exoctly
what you're booking far

' .
She's-a mine!
Why a Soab 900 Aerc? For me the
g is simple you dont aheays
keep seeing yourself on the mod!
These are great cars fo drive, with
than a stock 3007 end, of oourse,
that great turbo rush, AR this it on
extremiely safe and wigue con

TI'd recarmumend buying a cor with as
much senvice history o3 passible ong
with & pre-purchase nspection from
o knowiedgoble Saoh mechonic.
¥ou can be confident that o car with
over 200,000 km on #t will a5t
another 200,000 km with ease
These are strong engines that can
go forever - I've seen o heod that
wa bokeny off after 480,000 km and
it strll hod the ongimal foctory home
marks an the culinder walls.

The auto gearbos, however, should be
mvoided. [t% only o three-speeder and
tends to need work af around
200,000 ki, Tie marnual option it
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High interest investment

Aside from the engine, perhaps the most interesting
technical aspect of the Aero (or the whale 900 range, for that
matter) was the front-drive layout that used a longitudinal -
rather than the more front-drive-friendly transverse — engine.

The drive was eventually tumed through 90-degrees in the
transaxle and sent to each front wheel, which is a bit mone
complicated than a transverse set-up, and also hung the
engine further forward than it might otherwise have, which
had the potential to upset the weight distribution.

But, just like an Audi which has its transverse engine
hanging out over the front axle-line, the 900 worked pretty
well, and while it would eventually understeer (particularly in
gruntier Aero form) it had roadholding that made most other
things of the era look pretty clumsy,

Leaving the line in a hurry would produce plenty of
wheelspin if you didn't finesse the clutch and there was a bit
of tormgue steer if you booted the Aero in the slats in a lower
oear; worse if the road was wet.

the Aero was
one of the
great hot-
poop cars you
could get into

The turbo motor also had its share of lag, and while it was
streets ahead of anything else with number plates and a
hairdryer, it still took a little while to spool up.

That was thrown into higher relief by the fact that the
two-litre mill wasn't a particularly strong low-rev performer,
thanks partly to the oversquare dimensions (90 mm bore,
78 mm stroke) but mainly to the lower compression ratio
reguired to prevent detonation when the snail was turning
up the wick a bit.

A five-speed manual box was your only option, but seriously.
the three-speed auto was pox and would have instantly ruined
what was otherwise a great driver's car.

And that's the bottom line: flawed though it may have been
in a 2001 sense, back in "85, the Aeroc was one of the
great hot-poop cars you could get into. End of story, and
anybody who didnt want a 900 Aero was probably already
driving a Corona,

Spotto
You'll spot an Aero first by the body kit. Only available in
black or silver, the basic shape was helped along by a deeper




front spoiler, a subtle rear lip at the
battom of the rear hatch and those
gorgeous three-spoke alloy wheels that
still look the biz.

Saab delivered the cars with a dark-
grey body kit, but just about every
dealer made the effort to colour-code
the plastic bits which improved the
look out of sight,

Inside, the basic quirky (damn, I
promised myself I was going to finish a
Saab Past Blast without using the word
‘quirky’) layout was adapted to include
a black dashboard with a more
comprehensive  instrument pod
containing 2 boost gauge among other
things. But if the Aero you're looking
at isn't all black inside, don't assume
that it's a cheater; for some reason
S5aab delivered a few cars with a
colour-keyed interior.

The highlights were the front pews which were
orthopaedically designed for great support over long distances
yet were still comfy when you first jumped in. Oh yeah, and
Aeros got an all dead-cow interior,

Talk dirty to us

Thanks to ULP, the very first cars from 1985 were the gun
units. The lower octane of mid-'80s unleaded meant Saab in
1986 had to drop the power of the engine (eventually settling
for an across-the-board specification for all its two-litre turbo
engines, including the Aera),

50, later engines got 118 kW at 5500 rpm and a still-handy
255 Nm of torque at 3000 rpm. Compare that with the
120 kW at 5300 rpm of the ‘85 model and you can see why
dirty is nice.

Either way, though, you'll find that even an 'BE or later
maodel will still feel nice and pokey thanks to the turbo rush
that, for better or for worse, is more or less a thing of the
past with today’s more docile, low-pressure turbo mills.

Orthop

Nightmare anyone?

Saab's turbo technology is well proven, but that's not to say
the whale Aero package is without potential dramas.

A car that has been abused over time will show outward
signs of neglect, but it's the problems you can't see that are
the real worries. Okay, so that goes for any performance car,
but Saab repairs and parts aren’t exactly in the bargain
basement categony.

A warn engine is bad news and any smoke from the tailpipe
should up your heart rate. Same goes for any noises in the
engine and, apart from a little valve clatter, a Saab four-
cylinder shouldn’t be machanically noisy.

Gearboxes aren't the problems that some Saab autos can be,
but they have been known to fail in service.

An equally big chance is that the car you're looking at has
been stuffed into something solid at a decent clip. Hot cars
are like that.

The bottom line is that if repairs have been done properly,
youi shouldn't be able to spot them, m-

Show us yours
Do you own o clean aad origingl Homda CRY or Volve 740 Tarba, e in
Methoume or Sydney and can spone the time fo have pour car
photographed? Con you tell ws in 200 words or less what yoir love and
ipath mhout w7 If 5o, we wonna heor flom you. Comtoct Comeron MoGovin
on motes@ocpackion.oom.on or write to MOTOR ot Locked Bog 12,
Dakletgh, Vic, 3186, and your Past Blaster could groce these poges

Flash bodykit and neat
three-spoke alloys set the
Aero apart from its mone
pragmatic relties

FAST FACTS
engine

Front-mounted 2.0-litre. 16-valve,
DOHL in-line four, fuel-injected
bore x stroke

90.0 x 78.0 mm

compression rotio

9.0:1 '

drive

front-wheel

129 kW @ 5300 rpm
m..i s - —
| 273 Nm @ 3000 rpm
| specific power
5.0 kW, litre

weight
1300 kg
weight/power
10.7 kay/kW
| transmission
five-speed manual
susprniion -
upper and lower control arms, ool
sprimgs, amti-roll bar (1) tubilar dead
axle, Iower trailing amms, upper
Ieading armms and Panhard rod, coil
springs, arti-roll bar (r)
wheels L=
15 x 5.5-inch (f):
15 = 5.5-inch (r), alloy
fyres
Pirelli P4,
195,80 R15 (F): 195/80 R15 (r)
trock
14630 mm (F): 1440 mm ()
brakes
280 mm discs (F);
269.5 mm discs (1),
| tength/width,height
4739/1690/1425 mm
wheelbase
2517 mm

price when new
537,250 (1985)
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